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SAMBAR IN SOUTH FLORIDA? 


Dear Sir: 

I am particularly interested in the article 
in your last issue in which you carried the 
story of Sambar deer by Coleman Newman. 

I am particularly interested in his descrip- 
tion of the Sambar because it may solve a 
mystery which has beset me for many years. 
For several years after I moved into the 
western part of Charlotte County in 1924 
natives were telling me about an extremely 
large deer ranging along the cypress who 
had a very peculiar set of antlers and was 
dark in color. 

This deer, they said, had only one eye 
nd that illicit hunters had been trying 
for years to kill it. They named him “Whis- 
tling Bill” because he always let out a shrill 
whistle and dashed off through the woods, 
making as much noise as a grown cow. 

Before I moved away from Charlotte 
County in 1928 a boy came to my house 
one day bringing a set of antlers which he 
said he had picked up in the cypress where 
the deer had evidently died. I got the boy 
to take me back where he had found the 
bones and head and there I found the bones 
of what seemed to be the largest deer I had 
ever seen in my lifetime. The leg bones were 
very large and long and all the other bones 
were large in proportion. I had these antlers 
mounted and they are now hanging over 
my desk here in Fort Myers where any one 
interested may see them. The antlers are 
exactly like those shown in Mr. Newman's 
story. 


o. Ln DELO: 
Ft. Myers. 
* 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE WISED HIM UP 
Dear Sir: 


For ages I have been cussing the Com- 
mission for many things I thought they 
should do and did not. A few weeks ago 
a warden friend of mine gave me a copy 
of FLORIDA WILDLIFE, and I found you 
are doing most of those very things. My 
friend did not tell me he thought I should 
be better informed, but I know he thought 

(Continued Page 20) 
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EDITORIALLY SPEAKING 


What ts «a Sportsman? 


EVERAL weeks ago we received a six-word 
inquiry from one of our readers. 

“How do you recognize a sportsman.” It was a 

simple inquiry. But it started us opening up our 


Webster’s dictionary. 


Sportsman—one who pursues sport, especially - 


of the field. 

Somehow or other Webster’s definition seemed 
a mile short of hitting the bulls-eye. 

Good and bad _ sportsmen, we reasoned, are 
found in everyday life just as surely as good and 
bad ones are found afield. 

Take the fellow, for instance, who parks his 
automobile for eight hours in a one-hour parking 
space and then beefs his head off when he has 
to plunk down a $1 fine. He's the same chap who 
grumbles that Florida’s $2 fishing-license fee is 
unjust and too high. He’s the same person too 
who flaunts the law, fishes without a license, and 
later berates the Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission in general and wildlife officers in 


particular when he gets caught. 


He’s no sportsman! 

Then there’s the war-time hoarder. The fellow 
who grabbed up case lots of soda crackers, toilet 
paper and condensed milk on the black market 
while you and I patiently stood in line for hours 
at a time just to buy a single scarce item. That 
same crack-brain still operates today even though 
the war is behind us. You'll find him carrying 
home illegal plunder of duck, squirrel, fish or deer 
after a selfish day afield. 


tle’s no sportsman! 

Or, let’s study the Sunday picnicker who wan- 
tonly destroys the picnic table in a nice shady 
grove; then drives away after tossing empty tin 
cans hither and yon, and discarding mountains of 


wrapping paper to the four-winds, You'll find him 


working in a different field next Fall. He’s the 
same chap who'll start hunting without seeking 
a farmer’s permission. He'll wind up his day afield 
by breaking down a fence or two, setting fire to 
a haystack, and just for spite, sniping a helpless 
cow. 

He is no sportsman! 

Don’t forget, too, the fellow who sticks his 
elbow in your ribs and belligerently ruins your 
new shoe-shine boarding the five o'clock bus. 
You'll meet him again next hunting season. He'll 
be the fellow who suddenly dashes in front of 
you and kills the wild turkey that you, and you 


alone, earnestly stalked for an hour or more. 


He is no sportsman! 

There’s also the hit-and-run driver we read 
about last week. He’s the one who ran over, the 
little Smith girl when she stepped off the curb 
with a sack of groceries. Truth of the matter is 
that he’d guzzled a few beers just before the ac- 
cident; so there was but one thing to do and he 
did it—he roared away and left her unconscious 
in the street. That same fellow will go hunting 
next season. He'll have three or four drinks under 
his belt before he starts and there’s a chance he'll 
mistake your thirteen-year-old boy for a deer or 
turkey. But he'll be a long way off before a group 
of other hunters find the injured lad. 

He’s no sportsman either! 

So, we've decided that you can’t make a silk 
purse out of a sow’s ear. If a fellow isn’t a good 
sportsman in everyday life—then the mere fact 
that he buys an expensive gun and provides him- 


self with a license won’t make him one! 


ASSOCIATE EDITOR 














Joe Padderatz is a better-than- 
average fisherman, who brings 


back better-than-average catches. 
And he does it— 


Without 
Any Hands! 


by 
| BILL SNYDER 


Operating his reel with his stubby right 
arm, Joe is shown pulling in a five-pounder 
he hooked at New Smyrna Beach. 


LORIDA fishing performed a 

modern miracle for armless Joe 
Padderatz of New Smyrna Beach! 

Today, Joe is just as handy with 
two stubbed arms as you and I are 
with perfectly normal hands—and, 
says Joe—Florida fishing did the 
trick. 

His story is aS amazing as Joe 
himself. It’s a story of swooping 
disaster that came in the wink of an 
eye. Disaster that would shrivel the 


soul of an ordinary man—but Joe 


showed the world that he’s no ordi- 
nary man. He proved it with the 
assistance of a rod and reel. 

In 1929, Joe was working as chief 
electrical engineer for a nationally- 
known corporation at Ntagara Falls, 
Ont. One day as he was working 
on a ridge pole inside the sprawling 
plant, something suddenly went 
wrong. Before he knew it 12,000 
volts of man-made lightning lashed 
out at him. 

Before the horrified eyes of his 


Joe turns down all offers of assistance 
when 
motor, 


it comes to starting his outboard 





fellow workers Joe’s seared body 
tumbled onto the concrete floor be- 
low. For days it was a nip-and-tuck 
battle with death for Joe. But one 
day it was all over; doctors gave him 
the clear signal. Joe was alive and 


out of danger—with both arms 


burned off at the elbow. 


That’s what happened to diminu- 
tive Joe Padderatz in 1929. 


From that moment he was thrust 
into a totally unfamiliar world. A 
world where it was necessary for 
him to awkwardly assist himself 
without hands. A world where an 
electrical engineering degree was as 
valueless as a canceled bank check. 


What’s even worse, Joe was 
ashamed of his two stubby, scarred 
arms. People, he discovered, stared 
at him as if he were a sideshow 
freak—and Joe couldn’t take it. 


For eight years he hid- like a 
hunted animal. He even moved to 
Florida where no one knew him. 

Then Joe’s miracle started hap- 
pening! One day he suddenly found 
he was fed up with hiding. 


“Tone with it;’ he said. “Cm 
going fishing.” 

The next day found him fishing 
with a cracker pole and a 10-cent 
line in the Halifax River—what’s 
more he caught a fish too. The fish, 
it’s true, was small but supplied 
him with the determination to over- 
come his handicap. Right then Joe 
vowed to go fishing every day, until 
he could “stand up to the best 
damn fisherman in Volusia County.” 
He laid out an accomplishment 
“agenda” that he swore to complete 
if it took him 20 years. 


(Continued Page 16) 








YOUR STAKE IN 
Conservation 


by leonard e. foote 





public indifference is slowly costing us our wildlife 





OU are an American, 
: a stockholder in the 
‘s8@largest. profit-sharing 
business in the world. So 
are the other 130 million 
Americans. We are all 
shareholders in this busi- 
ness of conservation. Most 
of us are complacent participants in this enterprise, 
preferring to “let the other fellow’ mortgage our 
heritage by borrowing from our raw-resource re- 
serve. We make our voice heard only during a 
crisis, and then only too meekly. 

Look at what has happened while we were busy 
with the war. We sold our wildlife down the hill, 
under the counter, and out the culvert. Yet our 
own demands on this wildlife resource still cannot 
be satisfied. 

The number of hunters is up and our wildlife 
supply is down. We blame it on the weather, the 
vermin, the state fish and game department, and 
that poacher over the hill who shoots out of sea- 
son. But any expert will tell you that we have been 
exploiting our natural resources by biting back on 
the principal. We mined our soils, producing two 
ears of corn where one grew before; we farmed 
our submarginal lands, lands that wouldn’t support 
us in 1933; we cut our forests for two slabs and 
a streak of sawdust; we overgrazed our lands for 
a bunch of bones and a hank of hair; we polluted 
our streams with the waste of mechanized indus- 
try and human living; we drained our sloughs to 
grow more corn to raise more pigs to earn more 
money to buy more sloughs to drain—waterfowl 
lost on the deal. 
| From any angle it looks like our own fault. 
Our complacency lost the heath hen, the passen- 
| ger pigeon, the Labrador duck; our complacency 

drove the trumpeter swan, the bison, the Atlantic 
salmon, the ivory-billed woodpecker and a host of 
others to the brink of extinction; our complacency 
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heritage, says a well-known conservationist. 


will just as surely cost us our waterfowling and 
our upland-game hunting. 

You know who loses: the farmer loses the whistle 
of the evening quail as he finishes his chores; the 
Slum boy loses the memory of the nose-twitching 
rabbit as he summers at camp; the hotelman, res- 
tauranteur and gas-station owner lose money—nmil- 
lions of hard dollars—spent by hunters to pursue 
the sport of our fathers. You lose, you lose because 
of complacency. Complacency that lets the little 
issues slide by; complacency of ‘‘do nothing”. 

Take for example the Parker River National 
Wildlife Refuge. Its story is just another instance 
of the complacency that “lets the other fellow worry — 
about it”. The black duck is an Atlantic flyway 
bird, one that ranges from Florida to Hudson Bay 
and beyond but principally along the Atlantic 
Coast. Our experts tell us that the black is endowed 
with plenty of breeding areas stretching from south- 
ern New England to the Canadian tundra. Throngs 
of American sportsmen depend upon the flights of 
blacks for their fall waterfowling. These are Amer- 
icans from our region of greatest human population 
density in North America, Americans from the slums 
behind Park Avenue and Beacon Hill, Americans 
from the fires of Pittsburgh and from the ships 
of Stonington. Unless a certain number of blacks 
escape the gun each year for breeding the following 
spring the flight will dwindle to the brink. Our 
experts decided that the linking together of a 
strong chain of refuge areas, tracts suitable to the 
black over which no man can hunt, is the best pos- 
sible answer in the face of continued usurpation 
of the black’s home wintering grounds. If these 
tracts from Florida to Maine are not publicly own- 
ed, they said, the black would be doomed by -com- 
placency—complacency of “let the other fellow do 
it’. 

The Parker River Refuge was one of the links 
east for this strong chain. Perhaps you heard of 

(Continued Page 10) 
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R. William Blast, editor of The 

Broken Pole and Rusty Mus- 

ket, the periodical devoted ex- 
clusively to the cause of conservation, 
sat happily at his desk. He had just re- 
turned from a deer hunting trip 
which had been, thank goodness, com- 
pletely unsuccessful, and he was now 
prepared to let his readers know 
about it. His banner headline, al- 
ready written, was clear evidence of 
his editorial and reporting genius: 


DEER SEASON A FLOP. 

But Mr. Blast, a conscientious edi- 
tor, decided that in all fairness his 
story should have a little more docu- 
mentation, so he put in a call to the 
Conservation Department. 

“Blast speaking,” he said. ‘“‘What’s 
the dope on deer?” 

“You mean you’d like to have the 
figures on this season’s deer kill,” 
said a voice in Albany. 

“Did somebody kill one?” asked 
Mr. Blast, slapping his thigh at this 
clever jibe and imagining the con- 
fusion it would cause at the other 
end. 

“The total kill,” came the answer, 
“was ten per cent above that of last 
year, and an all-time record for the 
State. Would you like the figures on 
regional take, and take by county?” 

There was no answer. Muttering 


JUNE, 1948 


something about whippersnappers 
and bureaucrats, Mr. Blast had hung 


up. If no reliable figures could be 
obtained from the Conservation De- 
partment, he would get his own, 
and he knew where to get them. He 
called up Si Sideburns. 

“Hello Si. This is your old friend 
Blast from the Pole and Musket. Re- 
member? Well, forget it then. Listen 
Si, you’re 103 years old and you know 
a lot about deer hunting. What do 
you think about the lousy season we 
had this year? Might call it a stink- 
eroo, eh old timer?” 

“T got one,” piped Mr. Sideburns. 


“You what?” This was a stunning 
reverse. ““‘Now listen Si, you’ve never 
let me down before. Why, you haven’t 
been out of the house for 15 years. 
You know every fall we publish a 
story about how you’ve failed to get 
your buck for the tenth consecutive 
year or something. Now listen, old 
timer,” and Mr. Blast took a more 
concilatory tone, “You’re 103 and 
you oughta stay home. You need a 
lot of rest. Now what did you want 
to go out deer hunting for?” 


by 
P. W. FOSBURGH 


Reprinted from New York Conservationist 


“T didn’t,” croaked Mr. Sideburns. 
“T shot him out of the attic window.” 


Making a mental note that he 
would have to develop some new con- 
tacts, Mr. Blast put down the phone 
and faced his typewriter. DEER 
SEASON A FLOP. “Hunters _ be- 
ware,” he wrote. “Misleading statis- 
tics are now being circulated by a 
certain department, designed to cov- 
er up the hopeless incompetence of 
that department by creating the im- 
pression that the past deer season 
was a good one. Readers of The 
Broken Pole and Rusty Musket, and .- 
other true conservationists, will know 
the department to which I refer. They 
will also know the season was a —’” 

Mr. Blast’s prose was interrupted 
by the arrival of his_ secretary. 
“There’s a Miss Bunny Teagarden on 
the phone,” she announced, “and she 
wants to know if it’s true that the 
State is going to establish a refores- 
tation area near here.” 


“Kindly inform Miss Teagarden,”’ 
muttered the editor, gripping his 
desk in a supreme effort at self-con- 
trol, “that The Broken Pole and 
Rusty Musket is devoted to the cause 
of conservation, and to that cause 
exclusively. We have no time to check 


(Continued Page 21) 








North Florida’s War 


on. Foxes 
ona op U0 ES) ahiueloe 





ITH the enthusiasm that St. 

Patrick reputedly had when he 
drove the snakes out of Ireland, 70 
Leon County farmers have banded 
together in a determined effort to 
erase the current menace of rabid 
foxes. 


Although the county-wide fox ex- 
termination program was launched 
only a short time ago, more than 300 
of the animals have been trapped 
and destroyed. 


Decision to declare a 90-day war 
on the Leon County foxes was first 
made at a conference between the 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Com- 
mission, the Tallahassee Chamber 
of Commerce and the County Health 
Department. The conference was ar- 
ranged after numerous alarming re- 
ports were received of rabid foxes 
attacking livestock, dogs and, in sev- 
eral instances, even humans. 


The Game Commission promptly 
agreed to supply hundreds of steel 
traps for the mad-fox drive and 
called in Wildlife Officer Ross G. 
Summers, of Liberty County, the 
agency’s No. 1 fox trapper. 


During the first two weeks of the 
drive, Summers distributed 586 steel 
traps to slightly more than 70 Leon 
County farmers and instructed them 
in the proper setting and use of the 
anti-fox implements. 


H. G. Maharrey, owner of the 
Highland Bulb Farm near Tallahas- 
see, was typical of the small army 
of irate farmers who wanted to do 
their bit toward fighting the rabies 
epidemic. 

There was ample reason for Ma- 
harrey’s action. Just a short time 
ago his pet dog, Bilbo, was bitten 
during a vicious 30-minute fight with 
a fox that ventured into Maharrey’s 
yard at night. A later examination 
of the fox by the State Health De- 
partment at Jacksonville, confirmed 


Leon County farmers are 
taking trapping lessons in 
an effort to wipe out an 


epidemic of rabid foxes. 
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that the animal was rabid. The dog was treated 
by a Tallahassee veterinarian and finally fully 
recovered. So, Maharrey was one of the first 
to seek the assistance of Wildlife Officer 
Summers. 

He was given eight steel traps and the in- 
struction he received from Trapper Summers 
was exactly the same as has been given to more 
than 70 other farmers. 


Setting traps successfully according to Sum- 
mers doesn’t come from book learning—but is 
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strictly a matter of “woods learnin’. 


“You’ve got to be twice as smart as a fox 
if you ever expect to catch one in a trap,” 
Summers declares and he is qualified to make 
the statement since records disclose that he 
accounted for a total of 248 foxes and 18 wild- 
cats in Liberty County during a recent six- 
weeks trapping experiment he conducted for 
the Game Commission. 

Most folks, Summers declares, make the er- 
ror of setting fox traps in the undergrowth 
and thickets found in densely wooded areas. 


“Using that system will never get you any- 
thing but a headache,” the trapper explains. 
“Always pick a likely spot along a path or 
road. A spot where two roads cross each other 
or where a road is interseeted by a fire break 
is a good place to do business.” 


Once Summers selects a trap location, he is 
careful not to disturb the natural surround- 
ing of grass, twigs and dirt. Methodically, he 
places a set trap in a likely spot and then 
carefully covers it with loose leaves and grass. 
A hidden chain connects the trap to an inno- 
cent appearing tree limb which serves as a 


“drag”? once an animal is trapped and starts 


fighting for freedom. 


Strangely, Summers never places his salt 
fish bait directly in the trap. Instead, it is 
suspended on a foot-high sharpened stick that 
has been stuck in the ground approximately 
five inches ahead of the hidden trap. 

“When the bait is put in the trap,” Sum- 
mers explains to the uninitiated, “‘a skinned 
nose is about the worst thing the fox will get.” 

Efficient trapping methods call for placing 
two sticks in the ground on either side of the 
trap—a procedure that supplies a direct route 
leading the fox straight over the trap and to- 
ward the baited stick. 

“Tf he doesn’t get caught walking toward 
the bait, then you’re bound to catch his after 
he raises up to take the meat off of the pointed 
stick,” Summers advises. 

What’s more the system worked out per- 
fectly and in a big way at the Maharrey Farm. 

Five foxes were captured in the traps there 
during the first night’s experiments. 

Summers is confident of the ultimate suc- 
cess of the Leon County ‘‘mad fox” drive. 

“If the farmers will set their traps exactly 
like I tell them to—then we’ll get better than 
1,000 foxes in 60 days,” he prophesies. 
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H. G. Maharrey watches closely as Officer Summers prepares to 
hide the set trap. 





Everything is ready for the fox. Note the salt fish suspended from 
a sharpened stick and the upright sticks in the foreground that sup- 
ply a direct route over the trap and toward the bait. 





; Five foxes, captured during one night's trapping on the Maharrey 
arm. 
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YOUR STAKE 


(Continued from Page 6) 


the congressional bill which sought 
to abolish this refuge. The bill was 


vetoed by the President. But com- | 


placency was there, complacency in 
the minds of those who did not keep 
themselves informed; or compla- 
cency which “let the other fellow” 
fight for the preservation of the 
refuge and for the black. For all 
Americans residing within the range 
of the black, a third of the conti- 
nent, should have risen to its de- 
fense. Complacency again! 


You heard of the flood-control 
program; just another chance for 
complacency, your complacency, to 
sneak in on this wildlife heritage of 
yours. Along a large river in the 
Central States a flood-control pro- 
gram of extensive nature was plan- 
ned. By the powers that be, part of 
the land to be inundated was con- 
sidered worthless from a _ wildlife 
standpoint. In fact, the wildlife re- 
sources were considered so value- 
less that at first no attempt was 
made at appraisal, and the sum of 
not over one dollar an acre was al- 
located to the wildlife on the land. 
But this was flood plain land that 
had originally come from the top 
of the soil, commencing with the 
earliest breaking of the land by the 
plow. For a hundred years little 
waters and little winds had carried 
this soil, product of centuries, to 
the river and the river had deposited 
it on the flood plains. Unsuited to 
agriculture because of the rough 
terrain, the land became a wildlife 
haven. Dry in the summer, vegeta- 
tion — rank, wild, food-producing 
vegetation—grew profusely. Flood- 
ed in the fall by the rising river, 
the flood plain made a natural area 
for thousands of waterfowl, filling 
their bills on the foods produced. 
Complacency dissipated when a wild- 
life research technician assessed the 
wildlife value of every acre of the 
land in question at at least 25 dol- 
lars. Had indirect and aesthetic 
values been capable of appraisal, the 


true value of the wildlife on the land 


would have been many times that 
sum. 


At a Public Service Commission 
hearing in a small] northeastern state 
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‘‘a small voice” was raised against a 
proposed power dam. The voice pre- 
sented considerable factual evidence 
which indicated that a valuable wall- 
eyed pike breeding area would be 
made inaccessible to the fish by the 
proposed dam. Complacency allow- 
ed this one to go by the board de- 
spite the vigorous protests of the 
“small voice’. Exit wall-eyed pike. 

In several of the North central 
states white-tailed deer have be- 
come so abundant through protec- 
tion, predator control, and natural 
land reforestation that they are ac- 
tually eating themselves out of house 
and home. Thousands “starve” dur- 
ing every hard winter piteously dy- 
ing from acute malnutrition. Ex- 





Did You Kuow- 


The bones of the sea cow (mermaid 
or manatee) are extremely dense and 
heavy for the purpose of keeping the 
animal down so that it can browse on 
equatic plants. 







Some snakes have been known to 
live from one to two years without 
food by absorbing the fat of their 


own. bodies. 








The average bee is compelled to 
travel approximately 550 miles to 
make a teaspoonful of honey. 







In proportion to its size, a firefly 
produces more light than the most 
powerful of man-made dynamos. 






perts who know the full facts have 
presented the case and the known 
remedy publicly, but because of 
custom and complacency no remedial 
action has been taken. Instead of 
the public becoming aroused, in- 
stead of the public becoming in- 
formed, the time has been spent in 
“debate and litigation”, meanwhile 
the deer herd irreparably damages 
itself and its home. 

There are hundreds of examples 
of American indifference in wild- 
life matters. Note the rising wave 
of game law violations as reported 
by New York, Pennsylvania, and 
many other states. Complacency 
again, but individual complacency 
on a larger and larger scale, with 
the philosophy of ‘‘let the other fel- 
low do it” coming to the fore. 


Mark Twain once told his often 
borrowing neighbor that he would 
be pleased to have him borrow his 
lawnmower provided it was used only 
in Twain’s yard. Only the applica- 
tion of Twain’s back-yard formula 
can solve this tidal wave of Ameri- 
can complacency to forces affecting 
the wildlife resource. For wildlife 
is lost on the back forty, on the east 
slough, in the spruce woods and 
along the hedge fence. Wildlife is 
lost through destruction of habitat, 
through alteration of its place of 
life. There is no miracle formula 
for conservation; conservation is 
the mud on your boots, the rain in 
your face, and the ice on your feet 
or sweat on your brow? 


Lack of suitable small tracts of 
heavy cover limit pheasant abund- 
ance in the North Central states. 
Greatly intensified agriculture in 
this region is robbing the soil as well 
as the bird lover and hunter. Suit- 
able black duck breeding habitat 
has been seriously reduced within 
the United States. Likewise winter- 
ing grounds and migration resting 
points have been made _ uninhabit- 
able by drainage for agricultural 
purposes, pollution, silting from in- 
creased soil erosion and filling of 
marshlands for industrial uses. “‘All 
future drainage and destruction of 
marshland should be _ vigorously 
combatted unless the proposed drain- 
age is clearly necessary to the pub- 
lic interest” if the black duck is to 
sustain its numbers. “There is no 
net gain for waterfowl if an acre of 
existing marsh is destroyed for 
every acre restored or created.” 
Often the economic use to which the 
land is put is far less than the value 
of the wildlife crop already resi- 
dent. Complacency in local issues in 
the aggregate determines the na- 
tional picture. A daub of compla- 
cency here and a daub of compla- 
cency there are only spots on the 
national canvas, but an increasing 
trend presents a bleak national pic- 
ture. 

Complacency or action, conserva- 
tion or extinction, restoration or de- 
pletion, it’s in your hands now. The 
business of conservation is a big 
business. With complacency it will 
wither; with action it will grow. 
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They re BITING Pere 


ps the coming of summer, avid Florida ALACHUA COUNTY 
fishermen are enjoying angling that is even Alachua County is offering a variety of angling 
more productive and exciting than they experi- that will send you home with a stringer contain- 
enced in the midst of the winter season which, ing everything from small sand bream to giant- 
according to the books, offers the year’s best size shellcrackers. Your luck will be all to the 
fishing results. Without fear, we predict a cori good if you start fishing in the Santa Fe River. 
tinuance of excellent fishing throughgw “Tune. Burnett's Lake or Cooter Pond. They'll take prac- 


g6 and what tically any bait including wigglers and grubs. 
, You might even try your luck trolling a pork 
k ky rind bait. Fishing is good all day long. 


CHARLOTTE (COw} velit 
No matter if you are looking ST. JOHNS COUNTY 


black bass, warmouth perch,* Shellcrackers and black bass are keeping 


youll go home satisf ys interesting ingfhe St. Johns River, Deep 
noon anywhere on Work the deep portions 


Creek or Shell Creek ges of the creeks. Use 
for still fishing or, if y orms for shellcrackers. 
thusiast, your favorite plug ance early mornings or 
nect with plenty of meat. 

KKK 


SEMINOLE COUNTY 
The Wekiva River and all inl 


offering excellent bass fishing ! 
County this month. Go fishifig @agty aorhings . Lake Nagslok 
or late afternoons. Shiners 
the most satisfying bait. 
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Here are a few tips on where toy 
bait to use! é 
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beh ~*~ _ eke or theajettiegs6t Lake George. In 
DIXIE COUNTY “ -additiongmpelaifishermen are catching their just 
Bream are hitting on the lower end of the share oF reuth perch. 
Sunwannee River in Dixie County. Start fishing For the bass, use a Florida Shiner lure or an 
on the incoming tide and use worms for bait. underwater River Runt. 
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Conserving, Protecting, Restoring and 
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Spraying hyacinths on Lake Dora. This 
was one of the first projects inaugurated 
by the newly-organized Mt. Dora Fishing 
Club. 


Mt. Dora Fishing Club 
Gets Off To Good Start 


MOUNT DORA — Although the Mount 
Dora Fishing Club is the newest sports- 
man’s organization in Florida it certainly 
lacks nothing in activity. 


With more than 50 members on the roster, 
Colonel John M. Bethel has been elected 
president; Alvord L. Bishop is vice-presi- 
dent; and William M. Wells is secretary- 
treasurer. Wells is the present secretary of 
the Mount Dora Chamber of Commerce. 

Already the new organization is working 
out an active program covering hyacinth 
eradication and control as well as the pres- 
ervation and protection of Florida’s wildlife. 

The Club also plans to actively sponsor 
and promote the Mount Dora Casting Club, 
an organization of youngsters that has reaped 
considerable statewide publicity. Indications 
are that the youthful casting club members 
soon will gain national publicity if plans 
succeed for having them demonstrate their 
casting ability in a news reel that would 
be exhibited in every major movie theater 
in the United States. 

Margo Hosford, one of the charter mem- 
bers of the Mount Dora Fishing Club, was 
responsible for organizing and training all 
of the members of the youthful casting club. 





Charles Hill, of Brooksville, killed a 150- 
peund bear while hunting in the Bay Port 
swamps. 
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Over 600 Take Part 
In Daytona Beach 


Conservation Rally 


DAYTONA BEACH—A record crowd of 
more than 600 persons met here last month 
when an interesting entertainment program 
and fish fry were staged by the Daytona 
Beach Wildlife Association under the direc- 
tion of Dr. E. L. Thompson, the club prexy. 

A trapshooting session preceded the fish 
fry. Outstanding entertainment features in- 
cluded the appearance of Joe Padderatz, 
armless fisherman, who thrilled the crowds 
with his uncanny bait casting demonstration. 
In addition, G. D. Smith, of this city, pre- 
sented his horse “Trigger” in a number of 
amazing tricks. The horse is a double reg- 
istered quarter horse as well as a registered 
palomino. 

In a short talk, Director Ben C. Morgan, 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, 
explained the “workings” of his commission. 

He said that the Commission’s wildlife 
officers are being equipped with the very 
best in the way of jeeps, swamp buggies, 
radios and air-boats for the efficient en- 
forcement of conservation laws. The corps 
of wildlife officers, Morgan disclosed, has 
been increased to 197, a growth of 50, in 
the interests of conservation. 

“If we can stop the game hogs and bring 
to the people the need of conserving, then, 
and only then, we'll have conservation,” the 
Director declared. “But in this program, we 
need the strict cooperation of the sportsmen 
—and I am glad to say that sportsman co- 
operation is steadily increasing with us. 

During his interesting talk he pointed out 
the absolute necessity for the state’s big 
cattlemen and the sportsmen to arrive at a 
mutual understanding. 

“By closer contact and a mutual under- 
standing a system can be worked out where- 
by all of us can enjoy the resources of 
Florida’s great outdoors and the cattlemen’s 
fences and property will be fully respected,” 
he concluded. 

Alex Littlefield, chief chef at the fish fry, 
was assisted by J. B. Henry, Jessie James 
and O. G. Posey. 





A bill, drafted in Lake county for pre- 
sentation to the 1949 legislature, would 
prohibit hunting black bear except in deer 
season. 
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Fifty New Members Join 
Lake City Organization 





LAKE CITY—Fifty new members were 
inducted into the Lake City Sportsmen’s 
Club during a meeting held last month near 
Benton. More than 175 members attended 
the combination meeting and barbecue. 


During the meeting the members adopted 
a motion by Byron Niblack which recom- 
mended that the hunting of deer and wild 
turkey be prohibited in southern Columbia 
County due to reports that Gilchrist County 
is having difficulty in its program to stock 
this wildlife. The deer and turkey, it was 
pointed out, cross the county line and. are 
killed by Columbia County residents. 





Guests file through the chow line at the 
fish fry last month. The jamboree was attend. 
Dr. E. L. Thompson (in chef's cap) is presi 
cook at the fry. 
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Daytona Beach Club Lays 
Plans For Big Jamboree 


DAYTONA BEACH—Plans are now be- 
ing made by Dr. Edward L. Thompson, 
president of the Daytona Beach Wildlife 
Association, for issuing invitations to all 
Florida sportsmen as well as hunters and 
fishermen in Georgia and Alabama to at- 
tend a huge outdoor meeting here next 
month. Date for the meeting has been tenta- 
tively set for July 8 and it is planned to 
entertain more than 2,000 people. 

Ben C. Morgan, director of the State 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission 
already has accepted an invitation to ad- 
dress the meeting. 


laytona Beach Wildlife Association’s mammoth 
by more than 600 members and their families. 
nt of the club. Alex Littlefield acted as chief 


ARCADIA—A two-day meeting and bar- 
becue that attracted more than 400 mem- 
bers here from various sections of the state 
last month was chalked up as being the 
most successful get-together ever staged by 
the Florida Wildlife Federation. 


The barbecue, supplied by Chief Wildlife 
Officer J. E. Albritton, was served to the 
multitude of hungry Federation members 
by a group from the DeSoto Sportsmen’s 
Club of this city. 


Addressing the membership at one of the 
important business sessions, Director Ben 
C. Morgan, State Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission, cited various ways in 
which the Federation as well as sportsmen’s 
clubs could assist his agency. 


Morgan revealed that fishing license sales 
exceeded $300,000 during the last year and 
described in detail how the funds are being 
spent for restocking, new equipment, re- 
search, education and the purchasing and 
leasing of tracts of land to be used for 
future public hunting grounds. 


He also described the activities of the 
Commission’s biologists, who, he explained, 
are making careful surveys of the State’s 
waters and lands with an ultimate goal of 
improving hunting and fishing conditions. 
He sought the indulgence of all club mem- 
bers until the current surveys are completed 
and the important data now being gathered 
by the biologists can be studied. 


During another portion of the meeting, 
delegates representing clubs from many sec- 
tions of the State advocated the adoption 
of uniform hunting dates this Fall through- 
out Florida. Many of the representatives 
also went on record as desiring a closed 
season on hen turkeys and a reduced bag 
limit on gobblers. 


Cecil M. Webb, recently appointed First 
District Commissioner, spoke briefly. He 
offered his support and assistance to all 
sportsmen as well as the Federation. 


During the meeting, a controversial sub- 
ject was discussed—prohibiting the taking 
of firearms in the woods during closed sea- 
sons. Director Morgan was requested to 
consider such a ruling. 





Chief Ed Albritton of Arcadia dishes out 
juicy hunks of barbecued beef. to delegates 
and guests at the Federation’s May meeting. 


Caloosahatchee Group 


Holds Annual Barbecue 


FORT MYERS — The annual barbecue 
dinner of the Caloosahatchee Conservation 
Club held here last month was one of the 
top events of the season. More than 300 
persons motored to the ranch of Dr. Ernest 
Bostelman to enjoy the feast. 

Barbecued beef, pork and ham done to 
a turn over open fires, along with French 
fried potatoes, beans, pickles and all the 
fixin’s were served picnic style by the club 
members. 

Ben C. Morgan, director of the State 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, 
was the guest of honor along with many 
of the wildlife officers from this section. 
After feasting at long tables under the trees, 
the guests swapped yarns about hunting and 
fishing and discussed game prospects for 
the coming season. 

Elmo Ballard, the club president, an- 
nounced that a move to bring Lee County 
under forest fire protection has been adopted 


‘as his organization’s top project. Already, 


petitions are being circulated to have the 
proposal submitted to the voters in the 
November election. 





Officers elected to guide the Hardee 
County Conservation Club this year include: 
Latimer C. Farr, president; W. S. Shields, 
first vice-president; C. H. Taylor, Jr., sec- 
ond vice-president; and Dewey Whidden, 
socretary-treasurer. 

° 2 o 

The yellow rail bird, a good swimmer, 

generally swims only at night. 
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Florida had 241 convictions for game and fish law violations 
last month. This is 51 less than the previous month’s violation fig- 
ure. Of the total, 110 were found guilty of fishing without a license 
and 48 for taking undersized fish. Fourteen persons were convicted 
for fishing in the 10 closed counties of Northwest Florida. The most 


severe penalty passed out was a $116.50 fine against four Dade 
County residents found guilty of shooting fish. 


(Recently FLORIDA WILDLIFE listed the name of Odis Hinnant of Jacksonville as 
among the game and fish violators. The violator listed, however, was not Odis B. Hinnant, gen- 
eral secretary of the Jacksonville YMCA—Ed.) 
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Crews and Hines 

Crews and Hines 

Wm. P. Cooper 

Wm. P. Cooper 

Wm. P. Cooper 

Joe Crews 

Wiggins and Beville 
. C. Bigbie 

Cribb and Bigbie 

Cribb and Bigbie 

H. C. Bibgie 

EK. M. White 

Carl C. Walker 

Carl C. Walker 

Carl C. Walker 

Carl C. Walker 

D. L. Petty 

C. E. Collins 

D. L. Petty 

Edward Gill 

H. O. White 

C. E. Collins 

C. E. Collins 

H. O. Whittle 

H. O. Whittle 

H. O. Whittle 

D: L. Petty 

D. L. Petty 

C. E. Collins 

C. E. Collins 

E. 8S. Sumner 


E: S. Sumner 


Geo. C. Vaughn 
Geo. C. Vaughn 
Geo. C. Vaughn 
Geo. C. Vaughn 
Geo. C. Vaughn 
Geo. C, Vaughn 
Walker and Cherry 
Walker and Cherry 
Walker and Cherry 
D. A. Yarborough 
D. A. Yarborough 
D. A. Yarborough 
Baker and Glisson 
Baker and Glisson 
J. A. Revels 
Wilton K. Sauls 
Wilton K. Sauls 
J.J. Walker 

B. F. Folsom 

B. F. Folsom 

Fred Kirkland 


Clary and Arline 

Cherry and Hendry 

Carl J. Jones 

L. A. Stokes 

L. A. Stokes 

C. T. Jones 

H. A. Stokes 

L. A. Stokes 

C. T. Jones 

Max Akin 

Max Akin 

H. A. Stokes 

L. A. Stokes 

L. A. Stokes 

L. A. Stokes 

L. A: Stokes 
"'L. A. Stokes 
*L. A. Stokes 
"L. A. Stokes 
¥Carl T. Jones 
¥M. C. Sikes 
FJ. O. McMullen 

M. L. Johns 





* Bond forfeited. 
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t Suspended sentence. 8.D. Sentence deferred. 


FLORIDA WILDLIFE 





GAME and FISH VIOLATIONS— (Continued) 





Name of Violater Violation Fine County | Arresting Officer 















Lillie Mae Johnson, Lake City...............cccsecesesenss WIEDING WioVOUT MONDE... 5. daircdegihs venerated ku eth ey 15.00* MSG re hades te Milton R. Dukes 
Dora Leo Bell, Dake City... 06.6. ss asaseesnsaeedees es Une WIGUINE WitHOUb LICCNEO a scocicky-vekee OP eakte. decree ate aen 15.00* UNION Ticie adltaeee Milton R. Dukes 
Lucile Hawking, Lake: City, 3; sic. + +0 <aeeedndcomuaeuebe bs ISBT WAP LICANEOs 2% tr vias o's ig wena Ona dee ee eeaed 15.00* MENIOK fac ereceows 4 > 2 Milton R. Dukes 
Pots HmMith; IACkHOn Ville,.....0ik ss ss vc cv cy cciwnitentliodeese fae SHORE Dies nea s cosas conic ravine Cueeatte dealt aetiouetes 15.00* Union. oc scan oe es M. L. Johns 
THIRD DISTRICT 
Er V5 cl OFh, Canton mentss.sai it's ¢- +i ~ gees sehonnalet mee. PISHLNS WiSLOUL LONNGS. acc guinse eteneramera nds mad sak 15.50* Fscambia,.......... B. W. Lee 
Dy -kes USAR), PODBACOID 6 5 sais asas 6s wy ¥ ¥ 4:5 pains eriswis rarelas vont’ Piyshing without loons. 2... «csi cascewecacdsachecas camera 15.50 Escambia........... M. H. McCoy 
Lillie Wade, Faceville, Georgia.............0.ccececccecsees Wishing in ClOsOd BEABON. coc datocsoleogeene Lav csaaseeceent 25.00 Gadaden 6io4 0 Shek Rhodus N. Hill 
Wade Faircloth, Faeeville, Georgia.................ececeee BAM I GIOBWU -BCABON ovo: c01s % o:54.h-aie-suhriew th mone paket aches iat 25.00 BAUER sass ox: 401 70% Rhodus N. Hill 
Amos Wade, Faceville, Georgia. ..........0..c0ceveceveccaes NRHN EP INT CLOG SEASON « ts foa.a)s tiglaces UR nisin wisie ae ol oaiaiets x008 25.00 ASR AMIGH 3 Wav cole George V. Atkinson 
George Baird, Bainbridge, Georgia............<.e00see00000 PNB Lie IT CLONE BEAROD 7 5s de ae sconce nese ried eet sees 25.00 Gadalen: $5 bcc George V. Atkinson 
George Attaway,, White City. .iisc.0 1s 6s 6 ssedeadaniene Choa Hishing in GlOsed SEHSON «<< s/s < 43.s.vneee sepiees Rede > siete levels Cost GULLS ns cies stelestnewe H. O. Pridgeon 
CHRO AtAWAY, W DIG Olbu) oa 6 \:5:.0n.o,ana bea eeeameb deinen. PISHIDG IN: CLOGOd BOGHON 65:5 cies + 0.nb:2 645 8S Saws oe Vowel Cost OG aes. 3 onde se H. O. Pridgeon 
Howare Gatland, Port; J00< 5 x:cs.40 5+ 000 caendide et er MVIGIG IN C1OMOM SEABON «0.0 c «do fant igor tein veo Cate Fla scarce, wee 25.00* CCT TE Re ig oy li Allen Legrone 
Dek Willig (POIs: Bt. JOC os na sinn og hat eke 1n eee te er BULBINE AD 1 OBO ASOD NY o.5 ¢ Sctace 5th PEGS caesaie Ole: aia tp are HATs 25.00 OE: Santali Allen Legrone 
Paice SouaW, POF St, VOCs. « sie. cient ods oe Ane woe tee ERIN EDIE CHORL, BORGO TS car bic ss ocrulateeen e.cro ns acai a aiasiave 25 .00* Rf vnsccuura enti Allen Legrone 
Aealiam Casey, Westville... aac oduccutiae dale ois eeu Bae Toshing With Wire WAP: cice vss 0s ag vee wre gab aes Solow cen Cost OWNER Es deve as R. K. Henderson 
Dewey Braxton, Westville, fscksretece ped celle asecberteseoean Wish With WIFE CLAD. .c0. sas o bean ocus cane sess sasies ca Cost TIOIMNORS puck x ccc ce Irvin B. Spense 
Richard Calhoun, Dothan, Alabama................0.e000:: NICGPRISEEE HERS. ced pada ose ec Aiken gh owl © rane aur Cost DRCKBON Geis kes eds F, J. Chambless 
Travis Enfinger, Dothan, Alabama...............e.eeeeee: Fishing With iM PToper MOONS 2 oi. k 6 oe ohaensinese nde es ccanie Cost PBCKBON 06:4: on bss J. M. Atkins 
Liman Brown, Tallahassee...) 0, eee eet ae eee dues ees Dnlawiahy piriking Galt... 5 vss oseecaen Sue's 6 cay palelees alates 25.00 LOOR SG SP0 Fs clecesieet J. H. Harrison 
A... Robinson, Tallahassee. . « oj6:.<6sso+ cc acscadeee Riicieeinae Gun plug to four capacity:<..c6.25 wawessisccobcwa css victimes 25 .00* THOR 6 odes one aes George Scruggs 
DW, Stoutamire, Tallahassee: .) <<. 560 s.c) voesanete cp ev ee: Illegal use of wire basket in closed season................-+: 25.00 LOO. dsosh eabeee ce Conoley and Harrison 
Hd, Panton: Pallahasches... 4) A. wrest. c eeu epoca HighiNG TH CLONE BOASODs 65 is di04sy bnieea wats Ae ee AO ade 25.00 Ve0Nis.2 Cruse: J. H. Harrison 
Mrs. Elsie Mullis, Tallahassee... ..........eccceccccceecces RUBhIe ACOSO BOABON.... .< <aecuteaquce sen guasw albdtateutoeee 25.00 Lo Ri ee ag RE. J. H. Harrison 
ate, Dunien, Wild! 4 os nashecetalenea & Set pealesh- el eee Possession wire baskets. 53.2 scnsscas supe dose dendveesers Cost TADEPEY a vais siges's's t Chester and Summers 
Randell Arnett, Crestview. «6.5.50 0002 04:0 vece ey ae soe ee- Fishing without license. 0:5 56 nasa vies on cee oe ape ansiumiesisinw 10.00** | Okaloosa........... K. E. Whiddon 
Karl. Aeon, Pensiebla sc. . - «>: , 25120 vse ee ees NINE WILMOUS HOODIE on c'c,¢.c rc «oo 84 ob Re eRe ewe Os aliveete 22.50" Santa ROSAisccxcs. A. D. Livingston 
Claudia Lee Cox, Pensacola................. eet eh Sa Ce PADS IEMONE LICR OG coe 0s, Jn ww ela oak 91s gisele Bers tes 22.50* Santa Rosa........ .| A. D. Livingston 
ERG LGG MBIGY orc cos ten wcote ss N24) Caadad cs HS ae ee IBDN OTE HOUL TICOTINO. =< 54 c:4-6 Sige tee ree Sebeed aoe eytatibare eine 18.75* Santa Rosa......... A. D. Livingston 
PTO COE, Pengnooln 6:4 OS 21.2 o cede he ace eno, Gao TER PIRNIDY Se HGIEE TICOHBO 55 ise. 5: iss waists eee wants numa ctaaantsund 22.50* Santa Rosa......... A. D. Livingston 
Jaines D, Smith, Pensacola ds <<... 55 vigodaceaniceinn oos4 2s o> Fishing Without NCenee.0:6.- «a 20 < wa xicinsip cr mepids ees 94 wie. 22.50* Santa Rosa......... A. D. Livingston 
a, Mekimley, Pensacola. on, 5 oS: os ec, earn A ae Wishitig Without CONSE. .< =... 5. c.waerions ennslan sie dae sient 22.50* Santa Rosa......... A. D. Livingston 
Allen-D, Scott, Selma, Alabama... 6.5... sween ests we oom IAAT WEEOUG TICOTIBG |, 0 ascia's-0-0-desald ieagy'e wa: geaiip ee bie 5S Cost Santa Rosa......... B. W. Lee 
Roy Arnold Kyser, Pensachla..... < ... 6<5.c seein tocar’ vie wea eee PaO WEL HOUL THCCTING icy. a:dnsci6 vo. Fete on 0m Sie ele ome alte 12.00* Santa Rosa......... M. H. McCoy 
Clearance’ Oraney, Porisicoliy 3. oc. eave nie ee oa fe iM IShiNg WILHOUG: HORTA) > 6 ites os 5 sas eicineiawcninic Pivesbtes 12.00* Santa Rogs..).:..c00 M. H. McCoy 
Paul bronord sPensanola. o/s. .<2e.4 ay eaeiealn hbase MiENING WithOUL LIOODKE 5..66:00.0.5-s 0 vase caeueekinee es essere 20.00* Banta. ROSS. os<s6:s:<:- Stewart, Lee, and Stokes 
Marie Brohard, Pensacolac) <... 7. eon sda cieke Re ea ale PSHE WILROUY OONSE: <ixc-.0s 5 wxttinale nse reek Le oe seo Buy license | Santa Rosa......... Stewart, Lee, and Stokes 
ae Su SUMO LOSOM DEV (G..1 88 sad dirateeek aimee a hue mene we ISITE WLC OLOBDED sivas aseieisciey aie slp PP ataa enna on aire 0.00* Santa Rosa......... Stewart, Lee, and Stokes 
Ba Es GUCYs IES CUBACOIAG oso. ks sod mckesteetnaee Geea ace BP IBNIN EE WIL HOEY TOCLING <2 SP ciuty Bie so eth an ees rica steiaen <a ties 12.00* Sante Rost... o...% A. D. Livingston 
Rube Cullifer, Columbus, Georgia..............0.eseceseees Fishing in Closed SEBWOD 0%. eas, « cise nic so us ssiaeveunTeie.oe. ovens 35.00 Waktllac cctesces O. L. Vause 
Buren W. Frazier, Columbus, Georgia...................00+- BIRDING Id) ClOMOU SEOBON ip eseac eis aa te Vso 406 oA em eelewes ome ars 35.00 Wakulla. v.0scc0as 5% Q. L. Vause 
J. W. Turner, Columbus, Georgia............2cccccececece: PUSHIN Ti CLO BOARON 553 00... dos.c.vaideh >, Soo c4sin Pa sae w'acoceie ak ll? 35.00 Wakulla css 52 s995,% O. L. Vause 
Beatrice Fineh; POuUntaie iecca's 5 « « « «ose coos tact ele bie See ORANG WNUGIRIZOR DOSE te5.3, os crelea siete assists bebe honest oki dita Ie Cost Washington......... McDonald and Boyd 
FOURTH DISTRICT 
gaiies Waldens Miamir: 22 42..05'.) 2. c+ «doanneoe ie sen Cee Pompecsion Unveraise | DABS: io. ats ons wa Sig aa das cideenee ace 30.00 BROWAIG «sccsccn <si John W. May 
William Dowas, Margit dodaci e Saute hawt DRE MINN WILHOULTICENHE, < efoaisieiove's  ora's Does + alaieoincnk. Wee eeiewet 14.70 BroWate sc. os «book John W. May 
Thomas We Clark, Miami | o28...y:d's,. «+ do casiomentinins cess wees PRKING UNGOTRINCG. DOBBS. c-s0's felt tes 0 mbit enersiod Hoe eplee 90-00°* . | Broward 2.5.2. cue.» John W. May 
Elisa Slade, Fort Lauderdale... .......0cscceececoceceseees Takang UiUCrMeOU: DOGS. shies cbocy Suc tse edlelcoteen est 90.00** | Broward........... I, R. Giddens 
PENG WAIOLy MIGM The dh schiyd acouec es. cee. ncee ie Fishing without license. « s5.5<ccasctescee s+ ba weaciceswiewes an 20.00%* | Broward........... I. R. Giddens 
Frank Warmath, Hymboldt, Tennessee..................0+- Pishiig without License. . «....50.,.5.049 << 55 < re ataeeadaaenen’ 14.75 Broward. ..:.+:... I. R. Giddens 
Mam Baker, ore Liauderdg1e a <6 cs:eis:1+ 4s «+ sheuistlentasivlowcllehs Over bag limit on bass and taking undersized bass........... 30.05 Broward: 25.4 3 +3. I, R. Giddens 
Harold G. Parker, Humboldt, Tennessee................0.-. Peaking WithOlis MCCNSC cae. va. ss os 00s oot wacatensntadce ote 14.75 BIOWNEG eo seu as 5 I. R. Giddens 
Norman W. Singleton, Hallandale................0cseeseee- Discharging firearms on State Road No. 25................. ** | Broward. ........:. I. R. Giddens 
Rosa Lee Small, Fort Lauderdale....................00cee0- POSSPRSIONAINCETMZO DABS ..5,..0c:0:05.416 48-0059 5% FiedwAlslaeve nr eneU 20.00 BPOWAIG. 6:5) su Se os « I. R. Giddens 
Columbus Martin, Mianitics 455 << ac0-2's <r nue ¥0 de ¢ehiek ny oan Exceeding bag limit on bass; possession undersized bass...... 30.05 BEOWRI ss sanccekt’s I. R. Giddens 
John E, Parrish, Fort Lauderdale...............ccseeeesee: PORSCRPIO TET IGOTRISOC DABS 5o-4-cincin uicivaas vpiag oe ete avor eel SURES 20.00 BIOWSEGS 4 25.0. a3 I. R. Giddens 
MoargiesBivons Mintel jo02) «graits-d oid cei sowie Discharging firearms on State Road No. 25...............-. 20.00 Broward). ges. oe ee I. R. Giddens 
TONE Do. Case DO NR 28 P1008 Oris cinae neo pclae co ee Discharging firearms on State Road No. 84................. 20.00 Broward........... I. R. Giddens 
Joli Daher Mista 92 bt e792, say peace cs age va trike Exceeding bag limit on bass; possession undersize bass... .... 20.00 Broward........... I. R. Giddens 
Wille, James Fal: Miayar 8 6 io 6... o: ens eveiny «a hor aelokias a Discharging firearms on State Road No. 25................. 20.00 Broward........... I. R. Giddens 
B,D e Brith, Pore Lauderdalers sii yatta oh ee el owe coe Discharging firearms on State Road No. 25................. 30.05 Broward5:.,hes. < o I. R. Giddens 
TIOUUA TOV AOR  OUED RAG 58S cn « astes wae Be a Gi eh Sie ah eS PORSCASION UNCETA SEU: DASE isis cies siese ewe vie veiew ato 20.00 Broward. .........: I, R. Giddens 
EG. ONGaL ADIATIE <2 24 ce a Wiss 5 sear stot ove ret Sones PishiNng’ Witnoul NOeNBP,. c. 5s 0 ceissieeceelbbis ys baw aR es 14.75 BrOWAM «5 6:54:04 5/200 I, R. Giddens 
Tid FG MEE NERDS a iatos cases ca ox sacs os aes ee Possession tndersized Daas. ..as3 sscaics soc cease veweugnn ns wes 30.05 Broward. 6 ossjcicx¢0 I, R. Giddens 
Wm. H. Fashow, Delray Beach. .............0cecececececes Exceeding bag limit on bass... .........02scecesececucuces 30.05 Broward........... I, R. Giddens 
Ris BR AOtegs MAIL. otcuu hn. s « wx'aslighs aco ied. kav ate POGSCERION. UNGOLEIZOG DSBS s/c 50.0 'ssivleueiee 8 ee eae ene on 30.05 Broward ....,.-.-%.0:.0 I. R. Giddens 
As Dic MRO ye NEAT 9g Fe 8... vos cece akeat ee cane CORDERION UNGETBIZON DEBS? : 5.00 5-6 eee nak osoet ae SRENaSiORs 20.00 BEOWSN. 6555 ow chs I, R. Giddens 
Lnliiie MGM an ie eae co.cc « acscles Fie ey cen eee Possession Gndersized Bags. 5 os « « xo:asecakenc bona se ysSew aris 20.00 BrOWAlG sic a5 004+ I. R. Giddens 
Chase MeGeneMiaMis er) cer tor hai ee Fishing without license... . 2.0 s.cssee fie ees ener coca ee enc 14.75 Browatd.|6..025 5.5.4 L. P. Harvey 
Hee PIN MARR cesta is et Ee nee Pishing Withoul MCCOMAS! 25.5 <.<. 29. ie les.e saree eae day MeN SG 14.75 Broward viaje os sain es L. P. Harvey 
George W. Cotton, Fort Lauderdale....................0-. Shooting on State Road No. 25... ....0025 s vcskhwsodwess ace 20.00 TOWSON: <5 os 2 acass L. P. Harvey 
DG Sa Rasen s MRI To Mee heey te Lc ete POsseesl Gn: UnGeraiSed: DASS ..600..<4 Fes Tee ne ences eg be Conte 20.00 BPOWAEO ales LAS asc L. P. Harvey 
Raber hientit Naan ws canoe Te hon mol ate adauwetcoeenen DESESBION TIHOTHISCE: DALS 1 is cis eoeieloinh siciniow cep es wt 20.00 Broward -..0% Gocco L. P. Harvey 
GioWiiek, NIBt nics sets i, arene ect te aras Shooting on State Road No. 25... 6.....ccccccscsccscvceces 20.00 BBLOWATO veo. 2 pes 45 L. P. Harvey 
William Hightower, Delray Beach................2.0.e0e0e- Exceeding bag limit‘on bass. <i c«ijoc coe ee oiGeodas seen s ove. Cost St a a ae ae ee L. P. Harvey 
William Robinson, Delray Beach................0.0.eceeees Exeoading bag limition bream.....'s.4 0.00 dsenseaiscess does 30.05 ¥Broward........... L. P. Harvey 
Bibae Ty GAith, Walath ee vos S502 oy sds sco cys tie pa haw cctalen USEPRATON TGCTMNEE ORE. 05, os. dott hw ee cacncaitetewns lee 30.05 ‘Broward... ........ L. P. Harvey 
Elliot Washington, Fort Lauderdale................0.0.0005 Porsipaaion Ondervised Dani el ew nacre hale akon «ce deeos 30.05 SBroward........... L. P. Harvey 
Willie J, Risby, Coconut Grove... .......5.<+s0sc0cesececsecs DATING WiEOUG AIDETOG Sos cln sane enlined so oe rea eter elncles 14.75 tBroward........... L. P. Harvey 
FOG DUCE MINION yak feet 641 Ps aU ee «ak Pee nies POSHERBION TENGEPSIROG: FASB Sie:s, of ecsikb's oe SURG ae as eSeeien eek Cost WBroward........... L. P. Harvey 
Sihoy COMAN, DRAINIR CS Plot co ie, AN wet Exceeding bag TimiG on DAGS<\<.. siscuyv snus + 6046s oes cees Kas 55.05 BrOWGRO sis eicicie dav L. P. Harvey 
Prank Blues Pompeo, 22 i bd foc tdda ec be hoot hehe ck Possecsign Undersized Dads, «5. ..s sce cs cote ss sacevveseveseu 20.00 BYOWAIG. Sco 6 oe «x L. P. Harvey 
Brank Bite (Pompeng), 020. Fe ysidis cate ated s Rich tas one. Porseesinindersicen peer. fi 5 hs hes. es 2 ketene 20.00 BrOWSIG oo sc005 <3 L. P. Harvey 
Watters Gilles Pompano ties el) i mevie ahs eee ci tak Shooting:-on State Road. No. 25... oc .cesssscccceccccsecee 20.00 FBroward........... L. P. Harvey 
SOUS Gah Ii POMNORO 6 ede oS. eae Gaces, fe os nae dolce. POROCHMON ARG ORIEO TORE 5 i). 4.5.5 00 eed leaks ve Fe Oe cess 20.00 Broward. 2.50 se) L. P. Harvey 
Olaiet COMPO ME 8 cine tReet cote Mee POSERIOTRENNCISIEO DAR oF. i soi sees osc ke cee dace vasa 20.00 BPOWAIG 55's aso os as L. P. Harvey 
Marie Monroe, Fort Lauderdale............0..ccceecseceue: Possession undersize Dag. ..2. 2 ven see eeee ees Vo bee edls 20.00 BIOWSIG: . o.csceon ss L. P. Harvey 
C. C. Eklund, A ee ee ee ee Pussession undersized bass; fishing without license........... 20.00 Broward; . s¢.a<<¢2% I. R. Giddens 
George Roen, MIAME. «205s ancicr es chs sastecetens came } Discharging firearms on Highway No. 94................... ‘5 DANO Se 54:8 $i5.0 400 ss James P. Johnson 
» MUM RUONO) WEIAIN Tos 22 NS Se cag oa 9 oc oes Eu bibein’d Aaa Discherging firearms on Highway No. 94...............006: 15.00 DURE So oe esis os James P Johnson 
Herman Welch, Kendall.,....................2. 0... cele reat ee aoe ES Fae eT A OE RS Weenie 116.25 Dane tocue ren 4 L E. Bunnell 
PIRUSE Do DAGUME SIRI, «Sarees n\n. ca bE hes eat ete BROGtNE Heh Anse g atc aes a nic Bee ae eS aa's ace Sd bok Ke 116.25 DSGRS osisae oes L. E. Bunnell 
aa 
* Bond forfeited t Suspended sentence §.D. Sentence deferred 


JUNE, 1948 











GAME and FISH VIOLATIONS— (Continued) 











Name of Violator Violation Fine County | Arresting Officer 
a 

Bill Boyette, Misiiis = '.0° cease atesiy die. cag eks ene eC aee? Shooting Gish; .<. soca sears ctaetaiescr beter ees cnt yr aes 116.25 DOCG. sns sess 0esac L E. Bunnell 
J. Hollis Varuer, Misti. scscacJcceveesccct teeter ae eun ee: Shooting filly. (45.5.0 acnnrcune sees cab vieioeewreneaw > seuns 116.25 WAGE oan weenie ts L. E. Bunnell 
Melvin. MoNoal, Mikeni' cc i,t codtieee et ersccn se. Shooting on State Road No. 94..........cecceeccceseeeees 15.00 RBG 695 6% Fie sikesten James P. Johnson 
Willie Johnoon, Muriel PAC, ade At scrakb oie. tenants, Shooting on State Road No. 94...........cceeeceveceneces te 0 (ree ae James P. Johnson 
ee W. Bentley, Coconut Grove.......c.ccecececeeeecceces Shooting on State Road No. 94..........0cececeececeeees 15.00 DAG ores. s « 2: ¥.a/0\sisie:0% James P. Johnson 

Fie. Beanie ibs MAGI ie 5 in ft taaik's 0 fs esl sea heed ea eT Shooting on State Road No: 94, . wecasesnsgecsinecesones we 15.00 DC a eer oneror G. M. Cooper 
Reed Li AOUINS MARIAT 5 5 AAR Cy Se a ty ehh a oohiecs Shooting on State Road Noii04 6. .cacacoseseeeeeaeeges os 15.00 WMI occess wasnes L. E, Bunnell 
A.V FOG WEA fot ant oh Ae oli ack ares FA. Shooting on State Road No. 94.........-.0eeceeeeeeeceees 15.00 DO eign x ove a aint L. E. Bunnell 
Dick Doyle; Miamiets scout sitdade de. 4 uanvancaunes shar Shooting on State Road No. 94,...........ccee sere eee eees 15.00 1302) Cea ae L. ea and W. J. 

ewton 
John: Ruvies TT VARS WOE, « cesscc ccd cons casae onseeecuads Gun in: Gamo Reftgeas. aah canh wh wettest east teen 25.00* MOBUN: «3 2804 des a Merritt and Hartman 
Willan Valleyeralsrnae. «7. fat eo dokls cle suadeees ow nn oaks Exceeding bag limit on bream.................22eeeeeenees 25.00 Marais. 26.0 n< 0 R. R. Merritt 
JID): Hunter oBLOP a hoe oe os Ocla Sel a nor fx eigen slot cree Exceeding bag limit on bream. ..........0..cececceeeeceee: 25.00 DADE rae fy shale <ense R. R. Merritt 
D. .U. Richards; West Palm Beneh,... ccs sv ccuscesreee crass Wishing’ without HOOHGG.i/<< 1 L.s-iacietis once intense once era ¢ 25 .00* Marts e664 01s e's 01 R. R. Merritt 
Lor Willamatunren ace aie sliesine veo osciatee new ene Possession ihtlersiséd bags 5.28. Fire ee cee ans a. os 4 25.00* DARPOLHY. 253.09 sicisisceis R. R. Merritt 
Sam Glover Ove BOUNK.; os aise tice ocax cow cidenceniviccden« Gunnin Gamo Retiges siti. ot Boek eeteer acter ces oo 25 .00* PAATBUD: 6 < oe sv aiein ss R. R. Merritt 
Thomas Franklin, Hobe Sound... 2. . oss nvsceccstcces ccc. Gun ih Game HEMee jan 0c. eatedeasotestes creme abodes 53 25.00* IOAPEM ace 6 oad 95 a9. . R, Merritt 
W. T.Jones, West Palm Beaohi,.. ..........+0<ecne cewadiecosaes Wishing without Leese; oc <4 24:c0-4d nos eeoraea eine ie ok PO OU MAREIN: £6 < oigsis’ <a -010 Merritt and Hartman 
Leo A. Kusehd, West Palm Beach................0.0-eeeee: Highing without licenses <5 isis. haceadhasueeseaake ses beets 15.00* WEE RAD a Oise wllsie Merritt and Hartman 
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WITHOUT ANY HANDS 


(Continued from Page 5) 
Making and completely wrapping 


a casting rod unassisted was placed 
on Joe’s agenda as the No. 1 prob- 
lem to master. Three years passed 
before he was satisfied with his 
workmanship. Today, it’s no task at 
all for him to wrap rods from start 
to finish, including an expert job of 
concealing the ends of the wrapping 
twine and the feat of accurately set- 
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§.D. Sentence deferred 


ting the guides—a job that causes a 
lot of us two-handed rod-makers 
plenty of grief. 


Wrapping rods, however, is but a 
single item in his long list of fish- 
ing accomplishments. Watching him 
bait a hook with a live shrimp, for 
instance, is little short of spell- 
binding. Somewhat apologetically, 
he’ll tell you that it took him two 
years to completely master the art! 


Early in his fishing experience, 
he built a 12-foot rowboat with tim- 
ber he sawed out unassisted. En- 
thused with the results, he next con- 
structed a 32-foot cruiser and oper- 
ated it himself on the Halifax River. 


OING fishing with Joe is quite 
an experience—he insists on 
doing all the detail work himself 
including securing his outboard mo- 
tor to the stern of his rowboat, 
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starting the motor, selecting ‘the 
hooks and line from his tackle box 
and even baiting the hook. 

“What would I do if you weren’t 
with me?” he asked after politely 
but firmly rejecting your’ offer to 
start his cranky outboard. 

Joe uses an ordinary reel with a 
star drag for his casting. He makes 
you slightly ashamed of your own 
erratic casting when, time after time, 
he tosses the cork outward from 


75 to 85 yards with no apparent - 


effort, and reels in choice fish with 
the end of his stubby right arm. 
The best fishing he ever had, Joe 
tells you between casts, was the 
afternoon when he caught 37 sea 
bass that tipped the scales at 370 
pounds. 

But don’t get the mistaken idea 
that Joe’s accomplishments are lim- 
ited to catching fish. Not by a long 
shot! 

He accurately fires a .38 caliber 
revolver from his right hip; cut out 
all of the lumber that went into 
the making of his neat, five-room 
cottage; deftly signs his name to 
bank checks; lights his own cigar- 
ettes; and ties his left shoestring. 
So far, Joe has been unable to mas- 
ter the right side shoestring. But 
give him a year and he'll be tying 
that one too! 

He spat with disgust when we 
asked him why he hasn’t tried using 
artificial arms instead of relying 
solely on his stubs. 

“Artificial arms,” he _ asserted, 
“are like harnessing a jackass — 
they’re just a damn nuisance.” 

There’s no doubt that Joe Pad- 
deratz is a remarkable man, endow- 
ed with remarkable perseverance— 
his accomplishments are the proof. 

But Joe disagrees. 

“Just credit Florida fishing for 
everything I have done—it sure 
straightened me out,” he insists. 


Officials of the Palmer-Wellcot Tool 
Company, of Meadville, Pa., have an- 
nounced that all of their employees will be 
given a one-day with pay vacation when 
the state’s deer season opens next winter. 

Jack Holder, Henry Holder and J. B. 
Plant, Jr., all of Miami, were stranded in 
the wilds of the Everglades for seven nights 
recently when their swamp buggy broke 
down. 
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HAD a right hard time gettin’ around to see the boys and girls that 

took advantage of the ideal fishin’ conditions last month on account 
of my old jalopy kinda gave up the ghost and plumb refused to run. 
That was aggravatin’ enough—but darned if it didn’t take two little 
old sparrows to add insult to injury. While I was runnin’ my legs off 
tryin’ to buy a part for my old automobile, I’ll be doggoned if those 
snippy birds didn’t pick out the glove compartment in the car for a 
place to set up housekeeping! I haven’t got the new part for the jalopy 
yet but I’ve got somethin’ else—they’re three little baby birds a-chipin 
in the glove compartment and it begins to look like Ma Witherspoon 
will have to take Mamma and Papa Sparrow and their three pin- 
featherin’ children along with her the next time she drives to town to 
do her regular Saturday shoppin’.... 


At least two man-sized wildcats have been put in a place where 
they won’t be botherin’ little pigs and chickens in the future accordin’ 
to some letters I just received. One of ’em, a 25-pounder, made the 
mistake of stickin’ his foot in a steel trap that L. P. DeWolf set 
behind his home at Eagle Crest. The capturer and the captured had 
their picture in an edition of the Crescent City Journal. Then over 
in Marianna, C. J. Pippen used the shotgun routine to kill one that 
tipped the scales at 2644 pounds and he rated a mighty nice story in 
the Jackson County Floridan.... 


All the folks in the Volusia County Welfare Home at DeLand 
had a big fish dinner a couple weeks ago and they didn’t even 
have to go fishin’ to get it! It all happened when Wildlife Of- 
ficer Maxie Thompson ran across an angler that was totin’ a 
string of 53 warmouth perch which was exactly 33 over the bag 
limit. To make a long story short, Thompson confiscated the 
fish—the angler paid a $20 fine—and the folks at the Welfare 
home enjoyed a darn good fish dinner.... 


Shirley Brownell, eight-years-old, got an easy fish dinner too 
but she got it different than the folks did over at DeLand. Shirley’s 
little but she’s a dyed-in-the-wool fisherman and she just couldn’t 
resist wettin’ a line on her way to school when the mackerel were 
runnin’ plenty good. Time was short for Shirley, so she only fished 
15 minutes. Then, runnin’ home as fast as she could, she delivered 
10 nice fat mackerel and arrived at school just in time to beat the 
tardy bell.... | 


Years ago the Evening Independent publisher became the No. 
1 Florida booster when he agreed to give his newspaper away 
free every day the sun failed to shine at St. Petersburg. Now, 
Edgar John Phillips, manager of Rainbow Springs has come out 
with an offer that should put him right in the runnin’ as one 
of the State’s foremost boosters too. He’s agreed to give away 
free meals at the Springs eatin’ place every day the thermometer 
gets above 85 degrees. If I have any kind of luck, someday it 
will be rainin’ in St. Petersburg and cold at Rainbow Springs— 
that’s when Ma Witherspoon and I will put our feet under Man- 
ager Phillips table and read a free newspaper while the cooks 
are preparin’ a free meal.... 
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HEN the Pinellas Conservation Club, of Clear- 
water, staged its second annual “’fishing jam- 
boree” last month at Lake Butler it rated more news- 
paper and radio publicity throughout the county than 
any event in many a moon. The affair proved so suc- 
cessful that it already has been rated a “‘must’’ on 
the organization’s future calendar. 

Nearly 500 sportsmen were attracted to the Jam- 
boree that continued all day and ended with one of the 
most pretentious “‘feeds’’ ever staged in Pinellas 
County. 

More than 40 prizes, ranging from a Johnson Sea 
Horse outboard motor to 10 round-trip tickets from 
Clearwater to Tampa on the Gulf Coast Motor Lines, 
were awarded to the top-notch anglers who competed 
in the day-long fishing contest. 

Johnny Meadows served as chairman of the event 
and received many compliments for his success in 
staging the club’s jamboree. 


Ww 

Under the direction of J. Paxton Hill, the Highlands 
County Fish and Game Club’s current fishing and lying 
contest is attracting a record number of participants. 

So far, Charles A. Gay’s | 1 '4-pound bass stands as 
the largest entered in the interesting contest. The fish 
was caught in Tulane Lake with a top water frog lure. 

Second place is currently held by Nicholas Eismont 
with a 9'/2-pound bass he captured in Brentwood Lake 
with a Heddon River Runt. 

Roy Taylor is in third place with a bass tipping the 
scales at 8 pounds, 10 ounces. The fish was caught 
in Lake Jackson with a Johnson Spoon. 

The largest gar entered in the contest weighs 8 
pounds, 12 ounces and was caught by John R. Smith 
in the Kissimmee River. 


i< 
Members of the Hendry County Fish and Game As- 
sociation recently banded together to save thousands 
of game fish that had become isolated in pot holes 
and separated bodies of water. The club records dis- 
close that the clubmen succeeded in saving 4,700 


SPORTSMEN’S 
CLUBS 





pounds of game fish along with destroying an esti- 
mated 10,000 pounds of rough fish. 
Ww 

The Alachua County Sportsmen’s Association closed 
a successful fishing tournament last month when 
prizes were awarded to the winners at a barbecue 
attended by more than 200 guests at Archer. It was 
the club’s biggest meeting in history and more than 
40 new members were signed during the celebration. 

Frank Philpot took top honors in the bass division 
with a 9-pound, 14-ounce catch. He was awarded a 
rod and reel. 

Dr. U. S. Gordon received a stringer and two baits 
for catching a one-pound, two-ounce warmouth perch. 

Duke Truby topped the speckled perch class. He 
was awarded a line and two baits for his two-pound, 
two-ounce catch. 

Milton Baxley, newly appointed member of the State 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, was intro- 
duced at the meeting and spoke briefly. 


D. R. Bowman, of Pensacola, last month resigned 
as president of the Pensacola Anglers and Hunters 
Club due to the fact that he moved to Tallahassee 
where he has entered business. He has been succeed- 
ed by A. E. Swift, former vice-president of the 
organization. 

The club is now affiliated with the Florida Wildlife 
Federation and plans now under consideration guar- 
antee an active summer program for all members. 
The organization will stage a mid-summer fishing 
rodeo and interest already being shown in the event 
promises to make it an outstanding affair. 

Comdr. W. R. Parker, chairman of the club’s quail 
propagation committee, has been traveling extensively 
over West Florida gathering data on the latest meth- 
ods of quail culture. A program for obtaining and 
planting the latest in recognized quail food has been 
drafted and will soon be ready to carry out in various 
sections of Escambia County. 
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This striking albino deer, believed to be the largest in captivity, is owned 
by E. M. Brady of Eustis. Now 10 years old, it was raised on Brady’s 
Pioneer Ranch near East Rochester, Ohio. 


Government Spokesman 
Predicts Less Wildlife 


For Forest Preserves 

Hunting and fishing demands upon 
the 152 national forests of the United 
States have increased more rapidly since 
the war than the supply of fish and 
game, says Lloyd W. Swift, of the U. S. 
Forest Service. Records show that 4,- 
650,000 sportsmen hunted or fished on 
national forests last year compared to 
the pre-war high of 3,540,000 in 1941. 

This situation, Swift reports, is caus- 
ing growing concern to state and fed- 
eral wildlife administrators who coop- 
erate in attempting to supply as much 
game as the lands will support. The 
state game departments are responsible 
for the restoration and management of 
resident wildlife and the Forest Service 
for management of the habitat. 

“Tf the present trend toward more 
hunting and fishing on these lands 
continues, and there is every indication 
that this will be the case for some time,” 
Swift stated, “it may not be long before, 
in some areas, the supply of game on 
the national forests will be insufficient 
to meet sportsmen demands.” 

In certain local forest areas, however, 
both in the east as well as the western 
states, there are too many big game ani- 
mals and the large herds actually are 
impairing the range and their own 
future. 
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St. Johns Tourney Open 
To Black Bass This Year 


ST. AUGUSTINE-Sponsored by the St. 
Augustine and St. Johns County Chamber 
of Commerce, the Fifth Annual St. Johns 
County Fishing Tournament was launched 
here last month and will continue through 
October 1. 

The six species of fish eligible are sailfish, 
tarpon, channel bass, sheephead, and whit- 
ing. Black bass is the only fresh water fish 
eligible this year. 

Bass must be caught on line not exceed- 
ing 20-lb. test or 6 thread. 


Only fish caught in St. Johns or Flagler 
County waters are eligible in the salt water 
division, but black bass caught anywhere 
in Florida may be entered. 


This year, in addition to the usual valu- 
able trophies and prizes, a gold-plated rod 
will be presented to the angler who, in the 
opinion of the contest judges, enters the 
most outstanding catch. 


LICENSES ON SALE 


New 1948-49 fishing licenses are now on 
sale throughout the state. However, they 
will not be valid until July 1. 

Under state law all fresh water anglers 
between the ages of 15 and 65 who fish 
with rod-and-reel, or fish outside their home 
county must have a license. Out-of-state 
fishermen must have a special non-resident 
license. 


Scale Fish Unharmed 
By Baited Traps, 
Says Fisheries Man 


The operation of commercial catfish traps 
and baited pound nets on the St. Johns 
River apparently has “little or no effect” on 
the river's supply of game fish, according 
to John F. Dequine, chief fisheries biologist 
for the State Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission. 

In a report to the commission, Dequine 
said there was “no evidence that any ap- 
preciable amount of game fish” could be 
taken in traps and pound nets. His report 
was based on a 90-day experiment con- 
ducted on the river by Biologist Lynn 
Hutchens. 

Dequine said that out of nearly 11,000 
pounds of fish taken in the experimental 
nets and traps only 600 pounds was game 
fish. These were bream and crappie. Only 
one bass was taken during the entire oper- 
ation, he said. All game fish, he added, 
were returned to the water “with a total 
loss of three small bream.” 

Fifty wire traps and five pound nets 
were used in the experiment. 

Dequine said the study had also indi- 
cated that the use of game fish for com- 
mercial bait was both “impracticable and 
unprofitable.” Traps baited with cut bream 
and crappie, he said, brought in less than 
one-fiftieth the poundage netted by the usual 
rough-fish bait. 





Latest research shows that white bass die 
of old age in three years. 





This is proof that fishing is good in the St. 
Johns River in Volusia county. J. E. Turner, 
left, and E. H. Hickok, both of DeLand, are 
shown with eight beauties they hooked dur- 
ing a trip to Crow’s Bluff. 
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This prize-winning string of bass was taken by Jimmie Knox (left) and his 
father, J. M. Knox (right), from Lake O’Berry in Pasco County. The 16 fish, 
taken in less than four hours, totaled 117 pounds. Six of the big-mouth 
beauties weighed over 10 pounds, the largest tipping the scales at 12 
pounds 6 ounces. The catches were made with a Dalton Special and a 
Pfleuger Chum Spoon. 


Tagging Program May 
Determine Bream Take 
On West Florida Body 


The State Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission has tagged several hundred fish 
in the Dead Lakes in an attempt to de- 
termine what percentage of its bluegill and 
shellcracker crop is taken by sports fisher- 
men. 

John F. Dequine, the agency’s chief fish- 
eries biologist, said a commission crew 
worked all one week netting and tagging 
fish in the lake. 

The lake, closed for two months, was re- 
opened June 1. 

Dequine urged fishermen to send in all 
tags, giving the length and weight of the 
catch and the date and location caught. 

This information, he said, will give the 
commission valuable data not only on the 
percentage of fish caught by hook-and-line, 
but on their growth and migration habits 
as well. . 

The fish are tagged with small metal 
clamps attached to the upper jaw. Each tag 
carries a number and the symbol “FLA” 
or “RTN FLA GAME COMM.” 





Only 396 fishing licenses were sold 
in Volusia county in March as compared 
with 582 the previous month. 
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Posting of State Land 
Not Legal, Says Morgan 


Ben C. Morgan, director of the State 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, 
charged last month that “several” leasees 
of state-owned grazing land are closing their 
properties to hunters and fishermen without 
authority. 

Morgan cited a letter he received from 
Sinclair Wells, land agent for the State De- 
partment of Agriculture which said, “the 
records do not show that the State has in 
existence any lease on it’s hunting and 
fishing rights on any State property and all 
recent grazing leases have a clause to the 
effect that no exclusive right is given for 
hunting or fishing on the property involved.” 

Morgan said he had sought the informa- 
tion from Wells after “numerous” sportsmen 
in Central and South Florida complained to 
him that they were being excluded from 
grazing areas that had been leased from thu: 
State. 





Ray Waters, Sebring mail carrier, 
hooked and landed a 10-pound 6-ounce 
bass last month at Lake Charlotte. 


St. Petersburg police were called re- 
cently to remove an eight-foot alligator 
that was found fast asleep beneath a 
cottage within the city limits. 


Meeting Called to 
Discuss Net Ban, 
Set Hunting Dates 


The Game and Fresh Water Fish Com- 
mission will meet in Tallahassee June 21 to 
set dates and regulations for the 1948-49 
hunting season. 

Director Ben C. Morgan said the agency 
“hopes” to establish more uniform hunting 
regulations this year. He added, however, 
that it all depends on “whether or not 
sportsmen in the various districts can get 
together on their requests.” 


“All the sportsmen,” he said, “seem to 
want a statewide season—provided its the 
season they request for their district.” 


The commission will fix dates for the 
shooting of deer, turkey, quail, and squirrel. 


At a meeting the following day the com- 
mission will consider closing Lake Okee- 
chobee to commercial catfishing. 


For several months Okeechobee fishermen 
have been allowed to use baited pound nets 
and wire traps for taking catfish only. Mor- 
gan said, however, refusal of some of the 
netters to follow regulations may result in 
closing the lake to all commercial fishing. 





STICKS AND STONES 
(Continued from Page 2) 
it. So if you don’t mind I would like to 
receive FLORIDA WILDLIFE regularly 
from now on. 
W. C. HARTLINE. 
Sanford. 


BOUQUETS 


Dear Sir: 

Again we compliment you for the 
splendid work which you are accom- 
plishing in the editing of FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE which is published monthly 
by the Florida Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission. 

We are pleased wtih the entire April 
issue, but particularly so with the lead 
article by Coleman Newman entitled 
“Florida’s Big Game” which features 
the Sambar deer—the most exotic spe- 
cies of big game in North America. Keep 
up the good work. 

H. S. Newins, Director 

College of Agriculture 

University of Florida 
Gainesville 





Albert Jones and Dick Sauls, two rod 
and reelers, caught and released 110 
bass and perch one day last month 
while fishing in the Everglades near 
Hollywood. 
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DEER SEASON A FLOP 


(Continued from Page 7) 


rumors of this nature. Tell her to 
call Public Works.” 

Curse Miss Bunny, he thought. The 
interruption—but wait. Bunny. Bunny 
rabbits. He hadn’t seen a rabbit for 
some time. Quickly jotting down a 
tentative headline, RABBITS EX- 
TINCT, he put in another call to the 
Conservation Department, but on sec- 
ond thought decided it might be bet- 
ter to let his secretary handle this 
one. She reported in due time that 
the Department admitted a serious 
shortage through the northern states 
not only of rabbits, but of pheasants 
as well, although surely Mr. Blast 
must know that the situation was 
consieerably improved over last year. 
However, the Department was still 
very disturbed about it. They hon- 
estly didn’t know the cause, she said, 
unless maybe it was the weather, but 
they were trying to find out. 

“Excellent,” roared Mr. Blast, sens- 
ing an opportunity to strike a real 
blow for conservation. “Now we’re 
getting somewhere. We’ve got ’em 
over the proverbial barrel. They’re 
fresh out of rabbits.” 


Turning to his work with renewed 
vigor, Mr. Blast added a provocative 
and humorous note to his title: RAB- 
BITS EXTINCT? BOYS IN AL- 
BANY SAY BUNNIES CAUGHT 
COLD. EVER HEAR A RABBIT 
SNEEZE? But before he went on 
to write the text of this story Mr. 
Blast, who had the interests of the 
public close to his heart and who 
was a civic leader of no mean pro- 
portions, jotted down a few notes 
for extracurricular activities: 


“Rabbit shortage. Must organize 
public opinion in view of. Mass dem- 
onstrations against incompetence and 
buneaucracy in Albany. Torchlight 
parades (crowds chanting ‘We want 
rabbits’). Delegation to Albany? Blast 
to lead?” 


So great were the possibilities, and 
so vital the cause of conservation, that 
Mr. Blast felt it would be wise to step 
out for a little refreshment before 
settling down to work. In the after- 
noon he would finish off the rabbits. 
He might even get around to the 
pheasant problem. 





Dr. H. Mason Smith, of Tampa, hit 
the jackpot at Hernando last month 
when he landed a black bass weighing 
16 pounds, 1 ounce. 
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Jim Horton (above) didn’t take all these 
bass by himself, but he did get several of 
the biggest ones. They were taken from 
Lake George. 


Officer Warns Against 
Rescuing ‘Lost’ Fawns 


A group of Seminole County sportsmen 
who picked up a tiny fawn wandering alone 
in the woods recently got a severe lecture 
from the prosecuting attorney for their 
trouble. 

Thinking the animal was motherless they 
took it home, only to find out they had 
violated the law. Wildlife Officer J. D. 
Warren and the county prosecutor gave 
them a stern lecture against befriending 
fawns found without their mothers. 


Deer, Warren pointed out, almost never 
leave their young. 


Officer Warren and the “‘lost’’ fawn. 





Pound Nets, Traps 
Ok‘d In Okeechobee 
And St. Johns River 


The State Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission has authorized the supervised 
use of pound nets and baited traps for 
taking catfish, eels, rough fish and turtles 
on the St. Johns River and Lake Okee- 
chobee. 

Permission also was granted for using 
herring and shad seines on designated beds 
in the St. Johns River during legal open 
seasons. 

State Representative Bill Hendry, of 
Okeechobee, and O. H. Morris, Welaka, 
who represented the fishing interests at the 
meeting estimated that the Commission’s 
new ruling would “result in putting more 
than ‘600 fishermen back to work” in the 
two affected areas. 

Asserting that the ruling was granted for 
an “indefinite period to conduct scientific 
studies,” the Commission specified that all 
game fish caught in nets or traps are to be 
“returned immediately and unharmed’ to 
the water. 

Special permits for operating the fishing 
equipment will be issued by Director Ben 
C. Morgan after applications have been ap- 
proved by the district commissioner. Any 
“cheating” on the part of commercial fish- 
ermen, it was pointed out, will result in 
permit revocation for 18 months. 

The agency’s law enforcement officers and 
biologists will be authorized to inspect traps 
and nets at any time. 

During the meeting, the Commission also 
tentatively approved the proposed $1,474,- 
055 1948-49 budget. Of this amount, $853,- 
500 has been earmarked for law enforce- 
ment. 





Alligator Closed Season 


-Extended Through June 


Director Ben C. Morgan, State Game and 
Fresh Water Fish Commission, recently re- 
minded hunters that the State’s annual 
closed season on alligators has been extend- 
ed this year to include the month of June. 

“Scores of inquiries now being received 
indicate that many hunters aré unaware that 
the Commission, at a meeting early this 
year, extended the protective season a full 
month,” Morgan said. 

Under the new ruling, the closed season 
is effective from March through June. Pre- 
viously the protective period covered only 
March, April and May. 





The State of Florida ranks third in the 
nation for poundage of fresh water fish 
caught—yet it ranks 26th in revenue from 
licenses. 
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This string of 56 shellcrackers (count ‘em) was taken from Lake Griffin 
when R, B. Campbell and J. O. Dean, of Tavares, went on a two-day fishing 


jaunt near Treasure Island. 


Tons of Stranded Fish 
Saved In South Florida 


State Wildlife officers have rescued 
approximately 750,000 pounds of game 
fish stranded in shallow ditches and 
pot-holes in 10 South Florida counties 
during the past two months. 

The fish, mostly bream and _ bass, 
were taken by nets and transported in 
barrels of ice water to deep-water lakes 
and streams in the area. Full-time fish 
rescue crews have been working in 
DeSoto, Charlotte, Manatee, Sarasota, 
St. Lucie, Palm Beach, Martin, Okee- 
chobee, Broward and Collier counties. 
The fish were left stranded by receding 
waters from last September floods. 

In addition to saving game fish, the 
crews have destroyed an estimated 50 
tons of mudfish, garfish and other pred- 
atory species. 

Rescue operations have been carried 
out under the direction of J. E. Albrit- 
ton, chief wildlife officer of the First 
District, and Curtis E. Wright, Fourth 
District chief. 


LICENSE SALES JUMP 


Hunting and fishing have gained in popu- 
larity throughout Pinellas county says John 
C. Brown, license department head. Brown 
disclosed that licenses totaling $3,272.75 
ilar period in 1946, licenses totaled only 
were sold during December. During a sim- 
$2,112. 

During December 1947, the office issued 
519 hunting and 277 fishing licenses as 
compared with 287 hunting and 179 fishing 
licenses during the same period in 1946. 
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Tagged Fish Bring Prizes 
To Mount Dora Fishermen 
MOUNT DORA-—Chris Jacobson, Jr., is 


the champ fisherman in this area as far as 
the Mount Dora Chamber of Commerce is 
concerned. Chris has turned in three of the 
tagged bass put out by the Fish and Game 
Commission in Lakes Dora and Beauclair. 


Other tagged fish were turned in by 
Harry E. Fuller and C. C. Brinker. 


Each of the fishermen received new plugs 
as prizes. 








NEW FISHING METHOD 


A hook and line is excess equipment 
when it comes to catching fish as far 
as Mrs. J. F. McClung, of Floral City, 
is concerned! 

While fishing in Lake Tsala Apopka, 
she hooked a big bass and then battled 
with him for 30 minutes until her arm 
started tiring. Dispensing with her reel, 
Mrs. McClung finally boated the fish 
by pulling in the line hand over hand. 

But the fish had different ideas. 
With a vicious flip, he tossed the hook 
from his mouth and frantically jumped 
back into the lake. 

However, Mrs. McClung had other 
ideas too! She jumped in after the fish, 
recovered him in her arms and tossed 
him back into the boat. 

His weight: Nine pounds, 15 ounces. 








Some snakes have been known to 
live from one to two years without 
food by absorbing the fat of their own 
bodies. 





Commission Begins 


Extensive Survey 
On St. Johns River 


The State Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission has launched a comprehensive 
10-month survey of fish populations in the 
St. Johns River and Lake George. 

Chief Fisheries Biologist John F. Dequine 
said the survey will include the waters of 
Crescent Lake, Dunn’s Creek, Doctor’s Lake, 
and the area extending northward from 
Volusia Bar to Jacksonville. 

Ten commercial fishing operators have 
agreed to participate with their equipment 
and man-power in the scientific survey that 
will be carried on under the direct super- 
vision of Fisheries Biologist Lynn Hutchens, 
Dequine explained. 

Under the provisions of the Commission’s 
agreement, the commercial operators will be 
permitted to take all catfish, gar fish, rough 
fish and turtles caught during the supervised 
netting operations. However, all game fish, 
with the exception of those kept by the 
biologists for scientific study, are to be 
returned to the water “immediately and un- 
harmed.” It is planned that a percentage 
of all game fish species netted will be tagged 
and released for future study of their mi- 
gration, growth and other habits. 

Under the Commission’s agreement with 
the commercial fishermen who will aid in 
the project, seines will be restricted to three- 
inch stretched mesh and operations carried 
on during daylight hours only. 


> 





Eighteen-year-old David E. Douglas of 
LaBelle displays the gruesome results of a 
cottonmouth moccasin bite. Young Douglas, 
whom doctors say will recover, was bitten 
as he attempted to place a captured snake 
in a box. Dr. A. B. Johnson (left) of Clew- 
iston and George Espenlaub are shown ex- 
amining the youth’s hand. 
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.. . THREE LITTLE WATER TURKS WAIT FOR CHOW 
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